
24 LIBERATED ARCHIVES ZINElocal resources and action:
Don’t Shoot PDX

Don’t Shoot PDX is a social justice nonprofi t that promotes art, education 

& civic participation to create social change.

Oregon Black Pioneers

Oregon Black Pioneers is Oregon’s only historical society dedicated to 

preserving and presenting the experiences of African Americans statewide. 

Albina Vision Trust

The Albina Vision Trust (AVT) was created to steward the vision for the 

future of lower Albina. As a nonprofi t, AVT is positioned to link private 

interests and public priorities with community values.

Portland NAACP Chapter 

The local chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of 

Colored People with a mission to ensure the political, educational, 

social, and economic equality of rights of all persons and to eliminate 

racial hatred and racial discrimination.

Imagine Black 

Imagine Black “helps Portland’s Black community in Oregon imagine the 

alternatives we deserve, builds our political participation, and supports 

leadership to achieve those alternatives.”

Gentrifi cation is WEIRD!

Researching, elevating, and creating Black space in Oregon.

Vanport Mosaic 

Vanport Mosaic is a memory-activism platform that amplifi es, honors, 

presents and preserves the silenced histories around us in order to 

understand our present and write a new chapter where we all belong.

Front cover image is from the 1967 issue of the UP yearbook 

“The Log,” and depicts a greased pole climbing contest during 

an event called “Campus Day.”
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liberated 
archives

a collaborative zine effort 
between Don’t Shoot Portland, the 
Social Justice Minor, and Public 

Research Fellows.
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To frame our work, we are inspired by a 2021 

text by scholar Michelle Caswell titled “Urgent 

Archives.” Caswell calls on archivists to imagine 

“liberatory memory work” (Caswell, 93) when 

working in archival spaces, meaning to work with 

archives not as spaces fi xed in the past but, 

rather, as tools to understand the present, to 

illuminate what is remembered, and to inch us 

closer towards a liberatory future. In the text, 

Caswell highlights various forms of action which 

she believes helps to re-frame our understanding 

of archival spaces, helping us move closer to 

a form of archival work which is liberatory, 

material, and ever-present.

A NOTE ON MICHELLE CASWELL’S 
“URGENT ARCHIVES”

Content Warning:
There is sensitive information in this zine, as we 
quote fi ndings within UP’s archives. This includes in-
formation regarding systemic exclusion of marginali-
zed groups on campus, voices of denial of the impacts 
of racism, and dated language to describe racialized 
experiences. We highlight resistance and creative at-
tempts to intervene in racial and economic injustice, 
but understand this material is highly charged. Please 
proceed with care and caution.
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It seems as though there was an endless 
amount of research and work that we could not 
fi t into this zine, and yet so much that we 

could not fi nd to begin with.

What we take away from this project is an 
understanding of the University of Portland’s 
past and present, the ignoring of local and 
national history, the harm experienced here, 
and the omission. Yet we also take with us 

the collective strength and resilience of so 
many students and employees who came before 

us and who are here today.

It is a refl ection of Portland’s story: a 
history full of omission, harm, and violence, 

yet also carrying a legacy of strong 
community, of togetherness, of action.

We would like to extend gratitude to Taishona 
Carpenter and Teressa Raiford of Don’t Shoot 
PDX for their support, encouragement, and 

guidance, the Clark Library staff for their 
archival work, José Velazco for design and 
printing guidance, Patricia McDonald for 

design help.

Finally, thank you to those UP students and 
Portland community members who dared to write 
and speak out when so few did.  The legacy of 

work, action, and resistance continues.

IN CONCLUSION
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DON’T SHOOT PDXDDOONN’’TT  SSHHOOOOTT  PPDDXXDD

Don’t Shoot Portland is an arts and education 

organization that promotes civic engagement 

and social justice.

This zine is in service to Don’t Shoot 

Portland’s Liberated Archives and Memory 

Work for Black Lives series, highlighting 

themes of systemic oppression, displacement, 

and collective resistance in Portland, with 

an emphasis on the lived experiences of 

minoritized communities. 

DSP has facilitated the creation of multiple 

exhibitions and projects centering themes 

of systemic racism in Portland, movements 

of action and justice, and preservation of 

history.

You can fi nd more examples of DSP’s Liberated 

Archives and Memory Work for Black Lives work  

and more information about the organization 

at dontshootpdx.org.
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BLACK STUDIES ON CAMPUS

This critique mirrors present-day critiques of Black 
history courses taught at any level of education, that 
by offering the class it is neglecting the history of 
other communities. Patterson asks, “What makes black 
people so special that they can demand an autonomous 
history course?” This article highlights a deeply true 
aspect of our campus’ past, and engages with some 
possible answers as to why we have never had a Black 
Studies Program, when schools like Portland State 
University established theirs in 1970. 

BLACK STUDIES ON CAMPUS

Former 
Beacon staff 
writer and 
Log yearbook 
editor.
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This 1969 Beacon 

opinion piece was 

published in the 

issue following 

Patterson’s article 

on page 3.
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LEGACY EMANUEL HOSPITALLEGACY EMANUEL HOSPITAL

In the early 1970s, over 300 Black 

families were displaced in the Northeast 

Portland Albina neighborhood due to 

the construction of the Legacy Emanuel 

hospital. In our research, there is no 

mention of this displacement in the 

archives. The University of Portland has 

a longstanding relationship with the 

hospital and is in close proximity to it 

geographically. This is an important story 

with signifi cant history of resistance and 

collective action from those affected by 

the displacement and the community around 

them —— yet not UP.

This is a better representation of the 

relationship that UP has had with Legacy 

Emanuel, whose nursing students continue 

to work in clinicals at the hospital, and 

have since not long after the displacement 

of hundreds of families.

Aerial image of Legacy Emanuel, 1974 

(Image: City of Portland Archives).
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What is Solidarity?

Solidarity holds that any group, 

but especially any dominant group, 

must not impose saviorism or 

assimilationist goals onto another 

culture or community. Unlike charity, 

which assumes that just because a 

group experiences injustice, we know 

what they need, solidarity encourages 

continuous learning and active 

listening. Therefore, solidarity is 

essentially the commitment to fi ghting 

the injustice that another group (or 

groups) face by listening to what 

they need and following their lead. 

Once we acknowledge their needs, 

solidarity requires us to use the 

privilege we have to either advocate 

on their behalf, or provide those 

needs in collaboration with the 

community.  

COLUMBIA VILLA (Image: Housing 

Authority of Portland)

Constructed between 1942 and 

1943, Columbia Villa was built to 

house defense workers. There were 

initially 400 units built in what 

would eventually become a complex 

of over 18,000 units developed 

during World War II. Due to a need 

for housing for shipyard workers 

during and after the war, this 

housing development remained and 

continued to grow.

Although never explicitly stated in 

the sources cited here about the 

residents of Columbia Villa, it is 

true that many workers who came 

to Portland and its surrounding 

areas to work in the shipyards were 

BIPOC, and specifi cally Black. Here, 

we see an example of the University 

targeting a community, largely made 

up of minoritized people, whom they 

feel could use their “charity” and 

whom they are labeling as 

“underpriveleged.” 

(Historic American Buildings 

Survey, Library of Congress.)
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Actor and Civil 

Rights Activist 

Dick Gregory 

came to campus 

in April of 

1968. While 

described as a 

“huge success” 

in the 1968 

yearbook, the 

Afro-American 

Cultural 

Society (AACS) 

wrote in 

The Beacon 

that Gregory 

recieved 

very little 

publicity or 

attention for 

his visit.
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Moving forward by about thirty 

years, we fi nd something called the 

Bridge Builders program.

The program is described in a 1998 

issue of The Beacon as a “skills-

improvement program which is 

targeted to African-American high 

school males in the Portland area.” 

The students in the program were 

labled “prospective gents,” which 

“describes the program’s goal to 

make the students into well-rounded 

gentlemen” (The Beacon, 1998).

This program was believed to be 

transformative rite of passage 

for Black teenage boys within the 

community, stressing diversity and 

multicultural awareness. 

Though this program was viewed as 

emphasizing community, cultural 

awareness, and developing positive 

infl uences, we see within this 

program an undercurrent of negative 

themes. This framing of shaping 

young teenage boys (placing emphasis 

on their gender) into “gentlemen” 

by the standards of a predominantly 

white institution evokes questions 

of premature adultifi cation of Black 

boys, assimilation, and community 

policing.

We hope to hold both a charitible 

and a critical reading of this 

program together in this section, 

knowing that there are likely people 

who were involved in this program 

who felt engaged with and supported 

by UP. But we cannot ignore the 

problems with the framing of the 

university’s goals here, to shape 

these young Black community members 

into “gentlemen” with the aid of 

(mostly white) staff and students 

from outside of their immediate 

community. 

INTO THE RECENT PASTINTO THE RECENT PAST
a note on the bridge builders program
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SOLIDARITY NOT CHARITYSOLIDARITY NOT CHARITY
a critique of University of Portland’s 

historical commitment to charity rather 

than solidarity with the surrounding 

Portland area.

UPCAP was fi rst launched in 1965.

The Log, 1968.

Prior to and since the 1960s, with the launch 

of UPCAP, the university’s misguided attempt 

at solidarity by “providing opportunities for 

expansion of cultural experiences which are 

often neglected in lower income groups,” the 

University of Portland has shown that they are 

capable of recognizing the need for social and 

community change in the surrounding Portland 

area. However, how this recognition manifests 

into action is where the university’s efforts, 

which have always been few and far between, 

fall short. 

Why have programs like UPCAP not been able 

to meet its goals, which are otherwise 

admirable? This may be because of the 

university’s approach to social and 

community action, which had been shaped by 

charity rather than solidarity. 
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CAMPUS VISITS, LOCAL EVENTS, AND OMISSIONCAMPUS VISITS, LOCAL EVENTS, AND OMISSION

Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s visit to 
Portland in 1961 was 
advertised in The 
Beacon. However, his 
death (which occured 
six years later) was 
not announced in the 
publication, minus a 
couple of whispers 
here and there.
Notice how the 
article “On Gregory” 
mentions Dick Gregory 
fl ying straight from 
Dr. King’s funeral to 
the UP event.

In 1969 SNCC co-founder Julian Bond 
spoke at UP. In his UP talk, he is 
quoted in The Beacon as having said 
“The root of minority problems is 
that this country was founded by 
white men, and has remained, in the 
eys of white men, a country for 
white men.”
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VERN CHATMAN & PROJECT 21
In 1969, Urban League Director of Education Vernon 
Chatman decided to do something about the declining 

graduation rates among student athletes. What 
Chatman did was create a program on campus called 

the Project-21-Family Away From Home Project, which 
reached into local Portland high schools (described 
in a 1980 issue of The Beacon as being for “inner-
city youth”) to encourage young Black students to 
apply for college, provided SAT prep courses and 

career counseling, hosted job fairs on UP’s campus, 
and more. On the other side of this program was an 
initiative which provided students with a “host 
family mentoring-to-success-program” (University 
Museum) which gave students the opportunity to 

connect with families in the Portland area. In a 
1978 article for The Beacon, the article describes 
Chatman’s vision with the project like this: “He 
endeavors ‘to prove to students that what we tell 
them is a real possibility’” (The Beacon, 1978). 
Although there is certainly good evidence for its 
ability to support Black athletes on campus, most 
coverage of the program fails to mention what we 
see as a somewhat narrow scope of the program’s 

vision: that it really mostly catered to those with 
athletic potential at UP, and always emphasizing 

young men. 
Without Chatman’s work, which was in many ways 
a deeply foundational movement of action and 
uplifting, there are many ways it can be re-
assessed using archival context. It is deeply 

important to acknowledge that Chatman himself was 
Black and seeking to be a voice of support for 
Black middle and high schoolers, as well as UP 
students, in Portland. This is uncommon for UP 
efforts of outreach into Black communities (see 

page 19).

VERN CHATMAN & PROJECT 21

The Beacon, 1979.
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THE AFRO-AMERICAN CULTURAL SOCIETY 
& 

BLACK STUDENT UNION

Left: Written by 

Joe D. Nunn, 1970.

BSU Yearbook 

Image,1978.

One of the key themes within the AACS 

and BSU from when the clubs were 

founded and into the present has been 

the idea of fostering Black resistance 

on campus as well as creating a safe 

space for students of color. So often, 

organizing for racial justice, falls 

on students. Student organizing does 

have a powerful legacy at UP, but 

the struggle for racial and economic 

justice is one the administration 

should also shoulder the burden of.Note: ICC stands for “Inter-club Council”
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Above: Don Lawson, founder of 
the Afro-American Cultural 
Society and part of the athlete 
boycott featured on page 14.

1969

1968
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This is a photo 
of a couple, 
Wilson and Carmen 
Walker, involved in 
Chatman’s “Family-
Away-From-Home 
Project,” which 
aimed to connect 
Black students from 
out of the city 
with local Black 
families.
The address they are 
listed as living at 
is now worth nearly 
$1 million.
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Above: An anonymous 
opinion piece written 

in 1968.

Below: Anonymous opinion 
piece written in 1969.

THE ANONYMITY OF 
RACIST OP EDS
THE ANONYMITY OF
RACIST OP EDS

Above: An anonymous opinion piece written in 1969.

Many of the opinion 
pieces found expressing 
more volatile, racist 
opinions were left 
anonymous. Here are 

some examples.
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This is an excerpt 

from a 1949 issue 

of The Beacon. All 

images are from the 

1949 UP yearbook 

“The Log.”

The 1949 yearbook records 

only nine Black students in 

attendance at UP that year, all 

of them men.
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In 1968, a UP student named 
Bob Scotlan was dismissed 
from the UP basketball team 
for “missing practice and 
refusing disciplinary action 
by coach Bill Turner.” As a 
response to his dismissal, 
his fellow teammates Don 
Lawson and Jerry Stephens 
quit the team in what The 
Beacon called “what was 
apparently a protest” (The 
Beacon, 1968). Although the 
article spins the coach as 
having given all three team 
members ample opportunity to 
be “reinstated” to the team, 
the three students make it 
clear in the piece that they 
feel as though they were 
treated unfairly and that 
Scotlan’s dismissal came due 
to “injustices levied against 
Scotlan’’ (The Beacon, 1969). 

STUDENT ATHLETES

Above: An anonymous Student Op Ed from The Beacon, 1970.

STUDENT ATHLETESSS

1968 piece 

written by 

Cynthia Brown, 

pictured right.
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Mercyann Wright

Robert Cochran

BLACK STUDENT VOICES IN THE MID 1960sBLACK STUDENT VOICES IN THE MID 1960s
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1971
In 1971, the Emanuel Displaced Persons 

Association invited residents and community 

members to tour the Emanuel Hospital 

expansion with the opportunity to give 

residents an outlet for their grievances 

(Image: City of Portland Archives). 

1973
Albina residents and Portland’s Black 

Panther Party chapter protest outside 

Emanuel Hospital after the Portland 

Development Commission started tearing 

down houses and buildings to make room 

for the Emanuel Hospital expansion 

(Image: The Oregon History Project).

1987
In this Beacon article titled “U of P buying 

properties for further expansion,” the author 

interviews multiple UP staff that agree that expansion 

is ideal for the future of UP. With the history of 

gentrifi cation and displacement of many in Portland, 

we urge the university to engage with its role in 

displacing people living in the North Portland area.

1961
In the early 1960’s the Housing Authority of Portland 
(HAP)proposed a new housing project in the center of 
Albina called the Daisy Williams Housing project. 

Above is a letter in protest of the Daisy Williams 

project, signed by leaders of the Urban League 

of Portland, Portland Branch of the National 

Association for the Advancement of Colored People 

(NAACP), and Albina Neighborhood Community Council 

(Images: The Oregon History Project).
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1965

1966

DISPLACEMENT IN PORTLAND & UP

Thank you messa
ge from Gene Ro

ssman, the exec
utive director 

of 

the Housing Aut
hority of Portl

and. The Iota K
appa Pi fratern

ity 

donated $100 to
 the Columbia V

illa housing pr
oject.

F a l l  1 9 6 3

NATIONAL ASSOCIAT ION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT

OF COLORED PEOPLE

Mayfield Ke Webb, Pr esident  
Hazel Bai ley , Secr etar y

2055 N. Wil l iams Ave. 
Phone: AT 4-7722

THE CASE AGAINST THE ADMINISTRATION OF
THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF PORTLAND

Since the beginning o f  the present  adm inist r at ion o f  the housing au t hor i t y ’ s
program, the fol low ing gr ievances have occur red ju st i f y i n g the immediate
removal o f  those i n  charge*

1, The h i st or y  o f  the housing au thor i t y  and t h ei r  b el i efs that  cer t ain  ethn ic 
groups desi r e t h ei r  own p r oject s and set t lem ents,

2 , The housing au t h or i t y ’ s attempt in  1961 to bu i ld  a p r oject  for  Negroes 
i n  the Albina area -  which was stopped by Ci t y  o f f i c i a l s ,

3 , The housing au t h or i t y ’ s at tempt i n  1963 to bu i ld  another  pr oject  for  Negroes 
in  the Albina ar ea -  over  the ob ject ion  o f  a vast  m ajor i t y  o f  the r esiden t s; 
p r o ject  stopped by Ci t y  o f f i c i a l s ,

4 , That in  planning for  Northwest Towers, the housing au thor i t y  took app l ica-
t ions for  2 years befor e a publ ic announcement o f  accept ing app l icat ions 
was made. This r esu l ted  in  a pr ivate l i s t  and discr im inated against  
Negroes in  denying an equal oppor tuni ty to apply.

5 , That in  at tempt ing to cover  up r aci al  d iscr im inat ion  in  Nor thwest Towers 
fam i ly  u n i t s, the housing au thor i t y  moved up a Negro from low on the l i s t  
to immediate occupancy,

6 , That l at e i n  August , 1963, cer t ain  groups in ter est ed  in  c i v i l  r igh t s con-
t act ed  the housing au thor i t y  to ascer t ain  the number o f  Negroes on the 
occupancy l i s t ;  t hat  the housing au thor i t y  informed t h i s group t hat  i t  
could not r elease the infor mat ion befor e September 29th. -  immediately 
af t er  the Pr esiden t ’ s scheduled ded icat ion .

7 , That the housing au thor i t y  act u al l y  w ired Washington and advised t hat  the 
Pr esident  not come to Por t land -  not the NAACP,

8, That the housing au t hor i t y , i n  i t s  telegr am to Washington, implied t hat  two 
o f  the complaining or ganizat ions at  the Mayor 's confer ence on September 
11th, had w ithdrawn t h ei r  complaints -  which was unt r ue.

9, That the o f f i ce t hat  conducted the in vest igat ion  act u al l y  has no cont r ol  
over  the manner by which the housing au thor i t y  makes up i t s occupancy l i s t . 
These i n vest igat or s did not t al k  to the complaining p ar t i es,

10. That the housing au thor i t y  misled the publ ic in  suggest ing that  NAACP would 
p ick et  the Pr esiden t . NAACP threatened to p ick et  the housing au thor i t y  on ly .

The above gr ievances under l ine the loss o f  confidence in  those in  charge o f  tbe-
Housing Au t h or i t y  o f  Por t lan d .

IT IS TIME FOR A CHANGE

Members of the National Association 

for the Advancement of Colored People 

(NAACP) distributed this fl yer during a 

protest outside of Portland’s City Hall 

(Image: Oregon Historical Society).

UP Student Robert 
Cochran(featured on 
p. 11), NAACP, The 
Beacon.


